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560 THE MUSICAL TIMES.-OCTOBER I, 1882. 
RAFF AND TENNYSON. 
TO THE EDITOR OF " THE MUSICAL TIMES." 
SIR,-The record of a short conversation which I held 
with Raff in April last may, I think, be interesting to English 
readers, now that the great musician has passed away. I 
had visited him to ask his opinion as to which of his songs 
he considered most worthy of translation into English, and 
observed en passant that, in going through his songs my- 
self, I was struck by the beauty of the texts of almost all 
of them. He smiled and remarked that perhaps the most 
beautiful text did not need translation into English, and, 
approaching a shelf, took down two English songs by 
Tennyson, put to music by him and published in the volume 
of Tennyson's Songs edited by Mr. Cusins. 
"Yet," he added, " I doubt if, from a musical point of 
view, they belong to my best work." 
"Why?" I ventured to ask. 
" Because," was his characteristic reply, "your Tennyson 
is too great a poet to permit of such subordination to the 
composer as is necessary in a song put to music. In other 
words, he is too thought-heavy. I composed this songlet 
of his (' Tears, idle tears') in two versions, neither of 
which satisfied me." 
"Why ?" " I grew thought-heavy myself in making them." 
With these words he presented me with the songs in 
question, and we parted with a hearty good-bye, and "Auf 
Wiederschen " when I should return from Genoa, whither 
I was then bound. Alas ! like too many an " Auf Wieder- 
schen " uttered at parting, it was destined never to be fulfilled. 
As all the world now knows, Raff was found dead in his 
bed on Sunday morning, June 25, having died quite suddenly 
in the night.-Faithfully yours, 
E. L'ESTERRE-KEELING. 
ANONYMOUS CRITICISMS. 
TO THE EDITOR OF " THE MUSICAL TIMES." 
SIR,-On page 484 of this month's MUSICAL TIMES, I 
see that exception is taken to the manner in which I have 
(when advertising) used quotations from critiques of 
"Ye Fancye Fayre" March. You do not specifically 
name the March, but as you insert the quotations, and 
they have been widely advertised, readers will readily 
connect your comments with my advertisement. 
The first-" I have not for a long time heard a prettier 
or more graceful pianoforte piece "-is from Society; the 
other-" Worthy to rank with Gounod's Marionette March 
for quaintness and originality "-is from a letter from the 
conductor of a London orchestral union, whose name I 
had no authority to insert in these advertisements. 
I inclose a printed leaflet giving the full passages, and 
many others, with the names of the papers or writers who 
have favoured me with remarks, which, you will see, are 
fully as favourable as those in question. My object in 
cutting down the quotations was to save expense in 
advertising.-Your obedient servant, 
G. HUBI NEWCOMBE. 
[Our remarks were upon the method of advertising, and 
not upon the work advertised, or upon the justness of the 
criticisms. The reply is no defence of the system com- 
plained of; but we give the composer an opportunity of 
proving that the quotations are genuine.-ED. M.T.] 
THE " BRINSMEAD CONCERT COMPANY." 
TO THE EDITOR OF "THE MUSICAL TIMES." 
SIR,-Believing that amongst the multitude of readers 
which your MUSICAL TIMES justly claims there are 
many competent persons particularly desirous of entering 
professional life, but who are prevented by lack of the 
necessary introductions, &c., I have the pleasure to inform 
you that I am about to organise two or more long-period 
tours, commencing on January 6 next, to join which ability 
will be the only one thing needed; and that I shall be glad 
to hear from those of your readers who are really able solo 
vocalists or instrumentalists, and may wish to offer me 
their services.-I am, dear sir, very truly yours, 
WILLIAM BENSON. 
IS8, 20, and 22, Wigmore Street, London. 
TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
*** Notices of concerts, and other information supplied by our friends in the country, must be forwarded as early as possible after the 
occurrence ; otherwise they cannot be inserted. Our correspondents 
must specifically denote the date of each concert, for without such 
dale no notice can be taken of the performance. 
Our correspondents will oblige by writing all names as clearly as possi- 
ble, as we cannot be responsible for any mistakes that may occur. 
Correspondents are informed that their names and addresses must 
accompany all communications. 
We cannot undertake to return offered contributions; the authors, 
therefore, will do well to retain copies. 
Notice is sent to all Subscribers whose payment (in advance) is ex. 
hausted. The paper will be discontinued where the Subscription is not renewed. We again remind those who are disappointed in 
obtaining back numbers that, although the music is always kept 
in stock, only a sufficient quantity of the rest of the paper is 
printedto supply the current sale. 
INQUIRER.-Apply to the Secretary, x, Buckingham Gate, S.W. 
BRIEF SUMMARY OF COUNTRY NEWS. 
We do not hold ourselves responsible for any opinions expressed in 
this Summary, as all the notices are either collated from the local 
papers or supplied to us by correspondents. 
BOURNEMOUTH.-A Concert for the benefit of the Dispensary was 
given on the I4th ult. in the concert-room at the Red House. Vocal 
solos were well rendered by Miss Herdman and Miss Henden Warde, 
the latter lady receiving well-deserved encores. Miss Moseley's per- 
formance of Schumann's " Nachtstilck " and the " Ruins of Athens" 
March, by Rubinstein, was highly appreciated. The string band, led 
by Mr. Levason, played with great taste and precision. 
BRADFORD.-An excellent Concert was given on Saturday evening, 
the 9th ult., in the large concert-room of the Technical School Exhi- 
bition by the members of the Dewsbury Glee and Madrigal Society. 
All the glees were very well rendered, and the vocal solos by Mr. J. 
Marsden, Conductor of the Society, and Mr. W. H. Dawson were 
features of the evening. 
BRIDGEWATER.-An Amateur Concert in aid of the All Saints' 
Mission Chapel, Eastover, was given at the Town Hall on Tuesday, 
the 19th ult. There was a good attendance, and about ?15 was 
handed to the chapel authorities. 
BRIDPORT.-Madame C. C. Rossiter gave two Musical Evenings at 
the Templar Hall, on Monday and Tuesday, the 4th and 5th ult., 
entitled " Two Hours with the Old Masters." The first evening was 
devoted to Rossini, Chopin, and Beethoven; and the second to Schu- 
bert, Haydn, and Weber. A short sketch of each master and his 
works was given by Madame Rossiter, who also played instrumental 
solos and acted as an efficient accompanist to the vocal solos, duets, 
and trios, which were artistically rendered by Miss Parkinson, Miss 
Helen Millar, and Mr. J. Greenhill. 
BRISBANE.-Mr. Howell's Oratorio, The Land of Promise, was per- 
formed in the Creek Street Presbyterian Church on Tuesday, June 27. 
The vocalists, who were principally members of the Church Choir, 
sang remarkably well. Mr. Scott presided at the organ. 
DUNSTER.-On Thursday, August 31, a very successful Musical 
Festival was held in the Parish Church, under the conductorship of 
the Rev. W. Hook, Rector of Porlock, to whom much of the credit of 
organising the Festival is due. The band, which consisted of about 
fifty performers, was led by Mr. M. G. Rice, of Torquay, the choir 
being about ioo in number. The singers were placed in the ancient 
Priory Church, east of the Parish Church (from which it is separated 
by a carved screen), thus being entirely hidden from the view of the 
congregation. The programme consisted of Handel's Overture to 
Samson, Beethoven's Second Symphony, and "Hallelujah " (Mount of 
Olives), and Mendelssohn's " Lauda Sion" as the anthem. The soloists 
were Mrs. Anderson, Miss Mary Sharland, Mr. Depree, and Mr. J. G. 
King. The whole of the music was excellently performed, and the effect 
of the hidden orchestra, as heard in the Parish Church, was very 
solemn and impressive. The shortened form of evening service was 
used, the Rev. R. Acland-Troyte intoning the service. The Rev. J. W. 
Robinson gave a short address, after which the Rev. R. Utten Todd, 
Rector of Dunster, pronounced the benediction. Mr. J. Warriner, 
L. Mus., T. C. L., &c., Organist of the church, presided at the organ, 
and performed selections from Bach, Handel, Mendelssohn, Smart, 
W1ly, &c. 
FOLKESTONE.-An Organ Recital was given in St. Michael's Church 
by the Incumbent, the Rev. E. Husband, on the 2oth ult., when an 
interesting programme was well rendered. A collection was made in 
aid of the musical expenses connected with the church. 
GLASGOW.-A large and influential public meeting was held on the 
7th ult., in the Grand National Hall, for the purpose of inaugurating 
a new Association for the study and practice of high-class music. 
Councillor Scott occupied the chair, and James Campbell, Esq., of 
Tilliechewan, moved the first resolution, as follows: "It being de- 
sirable that the largely populated districts in the south-eastern portion 
of the city should have a Musical Association for the practice and public 
performance of high-class music, this meeting resolves to form a new 
Society, under the conductorship of Mr. J. Westwood Tosh, to be 
called 'The Glasgow Musical Union,' and hereby commends it to the 
encouragement and support of the community." Mr. J. Morrison, 
member of the Glasgow School Board, and other gentlemen spoke in 
support of the motion, which was unanimously carried, and a large 
committee of management was appointed. The Society has com- 
menced to rehearse Handel's Judas Maccabcus, the number of 
members being already considerably over a hundred. 
This content downloaded from 141.233.160.21 on Wed, 16 Dec 2015 20:39:58 UTC
All use subject to JSTOR Terms and Conditions
